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JAPANESE, CHINESE, AND KOREAN MASKED PLAYS:

an essay on the establishment of Noh

SUWA Haruo

Although there has been a great number of studies of Noh, the representative masked
play in Japan, since before the Meiji era, the process of its establishment is still
vague. Noh was formed as ‘Mugen Noh' (a kind of dream plays) by Zeami in the Middle
Ages. But it remains to be proved how ‘Mugen Noh’ grew from its precedent form
‘Tsuina’ (a royal ceremony of exorcism) performed in “Shushoe ({E1IE4L) or “Shunie
(f#_4)", and how ‘Okina’ (the introductory play of a Noh performance) was born.

Chinese ‘Nagi’ and Korean “Betsusandai Nori (BIIU#& / Y )" seem important clues
to the solution of these problems. Both plays were derived from ‘Taina’ (a royal cer-
emony of exorcism) and turned into mundane masked plays which retain their original basis.
By supposing that Japanese, Chinese, and Korean masked plays belong to the same
origin, | make a comparative study of them and try to elucidate the problems concerning
the birth of Japanese Noh. It is not easy to compare plays of the three countries,
since studies of Chinese ‘Nagl’ have just started in China. This essay, however,

will give a suggestion as to the nature, development, and structure ‘of Noh.




