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Kanadehon Chushingura and the Development of the Modern Novel

Suwa Haruo

The joruri (5¥E%E ballad-drama) Kenadehon Chiashingure ({R4&FAEER), was first
performed in 1748. It was a work comprised of and incorporating previously performed
kabuki (FK#ETE(%) and jéruri based on the vengeance of the forty-seven ronin (JRA mast-
erless samurai) of AkG GRfE), a castle town in Harima (3%B%) province, and influenced in
turn, the development of Akd rashigeki (FREERLH]), or plays about the forty-seven ronin.
Kanadehon Chishingura was adapted for both kabuki and ningyd shibai (ANFEJE puppet
theater). It also proved to be a favorite subject for novels, and was recast in the various
literary modes that emerged in the Edo period, such as wukiyozoshi (@ H#EiF genre stories),
yomihon (3i7 readers), sharebon (Jik#A risqué stories), gokan (&% bound-together volu-
mes), kibyoshi (33K “vellow-cover” picture booklets), kokkeibon (& #24< humorous
stories), and ninjobon (AfEZA human-interest stories).

Representative examples of these various literary modes are examined in tracing the
adaptive changes in Kanadehon Chishingura. ‘To summarize, the purposes of this article are
to compare these modes, including joruri and kebuki, for which Kaenadehon Chashingura was
adapted, in order to elucidate the differences between the novelistic and dramatic renditions
of this work; to distinguish the salient characteristics of the various literary modes which
emerged in the latter half of the Edo period; and to show, by analyzing the complex plot of
Kanadehon Chashingura, how the' national character of the Japanese people was popularly
interpreted in the Edo period. A final objective is to clarify how the novelists of the time,
who constituted an intellectual elite, and their readers conceptualized and interpreted the
tale of the forty-seven ranin.




