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A Classified Catalogue of the Books in the English, French and German Languages of the Tokio Shoseki-kwan
or Tokio Library. (Tokyo, Tokio Shoseki-kwan, 1876)

Pk

ENGLISH SUMMARY
Books from Tokugawa Shogunal Household through Kazoku Kaikan to Gakushuin Library
Atsuko HIROSE

The Gakushuin University Library owns books which formerly belonged to the Tokugawa Shogunal
Household. How the present author discovered this fact and why it was unknown to this day are described
in this report.

Kazoku Kaikan, or The Peer’s Club, established in 1874, planned to have its own library. Ozaki Saburo,
the manager of the club, visited Katsu Kaishu for help. Katsu replied that he would make efforts. On 10
July 1875, his former master, Tokugawa Iesato, contributed 1100 Japanese and Chinese books, over 1000
books in Western languages, as well as 2000 yen to Kazoku Kaikan.

In 1877, Kazoku Kaikan founded Gakushuin, the Peers’ School, transferred its book collection, and
became Gakushuin Library client. The library collected books for teachers and students, as well as for
peers, future members of the House of Peers.

The author found these facts in Katsu Kaishu’s diary, published between 1972 and 1974; in Kazoku
Kaikan-shi, published in 1986; and in Ozaki Saburo’s memoirs, published in 1976 and 1977. All items came
out more than a century after the Meiji Restoration. The victors governed for a long time and delayed the
publication of their records. During that time, with limited information, we were unable to know what took
place after the Restoration.

This library collection reflects various scenes of the early modern history of Japan.

Key Words: Tokugawa Shogunal Household, Kazoku Kaikan (Peer’s Club), Gakushuin Library, KATSU
Kaishu, Meiji Restoration.
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