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1 was brought up in a part of the country so remote that it lies beyond the end of the
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Great East Road. What an uncouth creature I must have been in those days! Yet even shut
away in the provinces I somehow came to hear that the world contained things known as
Tales, and from that moment my greatest desire was to read them for myself. To idle away
the time, my sister, my stepmother, and others in the household would tell me stories
from the Tales, including episodes about Genji, the Shining Prince; but, since they had to
depend on their memories, they could not possibly tell me all I wanted to know and their

stories only made me more curious than ever.
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As a person brought up in the back of beyond, even further than the end of the road to
the East Country, how rustic and odd I must have been, but, however it was that I first
became enthralled with them, once I knew that such things as tales existed in the world,
all I could think of over and over was how much I wanted to read them. At leisure times
during the day and evening, when I heard my elder sister and step-mother tell bits and
pieces of this or that tale, or talk about what the Shining Genji was like, my desire to read
these tales for myself only increased; (for how could they recite the tales to rﬂy satisfaction

from memory alone?)
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