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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Re-examination of the Myoun exile incident:
Reading the missives to TAIRA no Kiyomori,
which were cited in Genpei-t 6 j 6 roku,etc
MATSUSHITA Kenji

The documents cited in Tale of the Heike are important clues to
understanding historical facts. For the scene in May of 1177, Genpei-t
0 7 0 roku, Genpei-j asutki and Nagatobon cited five documents in total.
Out of those five documents, three were written by monks of Enryaku-
ji, for the purpose of requesting an intercession to Goshirakawa-houo.
Andout of three, two were definitely written for TAIRA no Kiyomori.
Most of the contents of the three missives emphasize the religious
authority of the Tendai sect and argue that Myoun was innocent. He
was the head of Enryaku-ji, but had been exiled by Goshirakawa-
houo. In the missives, monks of Enryaku-ji were cursing Saiko and
his sons as devils. They denied that the punishment to Myoun was
the intention of Goshirakawa-houo. And they recognized that Myoun
was punished because of a conspiracy orchestrated by Saiko. How-
ever, this is not true. These missives indicate that monks of
Enryaku-ji directed their anger toward Saiko and his sons instead of
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Goshirakawa-houo. They were not able to criticize the former
emperor. This is the background against which the fiction of a con-
spiracy involving Saiko in Tale of the Hetke was born.
Key Words: Hakusanincident, Shishigatani, rakusho, Eshin, FUJI-
WARA no Morotaka
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