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Records Management at the Soldiers’ Affairs Section of a Village:
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Decrees of the Department of War and the Navy enforced the destruction of official

records either before or after Japan's defeat in the Second World War. This resulted in the
loss of most records regarding Japanese soldiers that were entrusted to local governments.
However, Nihei Nishimura, who at that time was in charge of soldiers’ affairs at the Osato
Village Office, did not follow the decrees and concealed a few records in his home. This
article defines the collection of records as the records of soldiers’ affairs at Osato village and
examines the records management practices by analyzing both the laws and regulations
pertaining to the officer and the records in question. The result reveals a few different
methods of records management. It has been confirmed that records management practices
were renewed between 1922 and 1923. In this paper, three different methods of records
management from 1923 onwards are considered. They are as follows; (1) records collated
into volumes following the instructions from the administrations of Shiga Prefecture and
Higashi-Azai County, (2) records pertaining to mobilization and commandeering processes,
and (3) records pertaining to semi-official groups that were established for the management

of soldiers.
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