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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Impact on the ordinary language of elementary and junior high school students living as evacuees
(earthquake, nuclear power plant issues)
— Attitude survey in Odaka, Minamisoma City in Fukushima —
KOBAYASHI Hatsuo, ABE Seiya

This research was based on a survey about the impact on the language of elementary and junior high school
students who were forced to live as refugees in local or different prefectures after the earthquake on March 11,
2011. The survey was conducted in a questionnaire form that asked students, who were in a the formative period
for personal language, about how they felt there had been changes in their or other people” s language since living
as evacuees. Three elementary schools and one junior high school in Odaka, Minamisoma City in Fukushima were
surveyed. The total response was one-hundred forty-eight including fifty-seven elementary school students and
ninety-one junior high school students. The period of survey was from February 2012 to March 2012. The
response was aggregated for the study by elementary/junior high school, school year, gender, and the distance of
their relocation. This is an unprecedented record as a language survey of elementary and junior high school
students influenced by the Great East Japan Earthquake. From the survey responses, students noticed that their
friend’s personal language had changed after living as evacuees: 29% of students noticed in elementary school,
41% in junior high school, and the average proportion is 39%. It appears that two fifths of students in the
formative period of personal language development had their language affected in some way by their lives as
evacuees.
Key Words: Fukushima, Language development stage, Life as an evacuee, Sociolinguistics , Elementary and Junior.

High school students
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