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Formation and the progress of the career path of the elite
bureaucrats in Tang Dynasty

KOJIMA Hiroyuki

Key words: Empress Wu, imperial examination system, personnel
policies, career path, bureaucracy

This article mainly analyzes the formation process of the career
path of elite bureaucrats in Tang Dynasty. Moreover, from the
viewpoint of the history of personnel policies, the Wu Zhou (EJE) era
in Tang Dynasty is discussed.

- In 698, an edict was issued, stating that the appointment of lower
bureaucrats had to be based on their qualifications, when they entered
officialdom. As a result, for the imperial examination, the career of
successful candidates was distinguished from that of the lower classes.
After three years, the Wu Zhou (EJ&) government determined that
some posts in the bureaucratic system were to be able to be promoted
to dignity early for the lower bureaucrat. This government decision—
known as Ge Pin Gui Ding (F&&R#E) —constituted the support plans
for candidates who were successful in the imperial examination. These
successful candidates had a lower position in officialdom, and without
the new policy, it was impossible for them to acquire a dignified
position. Thus, the career paths of the elite bureaucrats in the Tang
Dynasty were influenced by these personnel policies in the Wu Zhou
(RJ) era. A representative example of such career paths is the
progression to Prime Minister by passing a selective examination
eligible to candidates holding certain posts presented by the Ge Pin Gui
Ding (FR&IRTE) policy. Such personal policies introduced by Empress
Wu revealed one aspect of the security granted to successful candidates

in the imperial examination.
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