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MOUTAIN WITCH, STORIES IN KOJIKI (T35 ,)
AND NIHONSHOKI ("B 4<&ifcs), AND RITUALS IN
THE JOMON RERIOD

YOSHIDA Atsuhiko

It 1s related in Japanese folk tales that the mountain witch has a magical power to
excrete or secrete treasure as much as she wants, and that even after death foods and
treasures come out from her body. The same power is attributed to the deities of food
in the Japanese myths recorded in Kojiki (F 5 3iC)) (the Records of Ancient Matters)
and Nihonshoki (FHZAE)) (the Chronicles of Japan). A mothergoddess of fertility
(a kind of the Mother Earth), from whose dead body foodstuffs grew up, was believed in
and represented by clay figurines and earthenwares in the Jomon period (the Japanese
neolithic cultural period extending from about 8000 B.C. to about 300 B.C ). The
mountain witch inherits various characteristics of this Jomon goddess of ferility, and it

seems that the goddess was transfigured in folklore into a witch.




