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A Critique of Gishin Kainan (3G fi2%): A Historical Review of the
Debate on the Forty-Seven Ronin Incident

Kokuryo Fujio

Gishin Kainan was written by Matsumura Kytizan (#Ff4uil), a Confucian scholar and
doctor from Ono han (KB#) in Echizen (#837) province. Gishin (3% loyal retainer)
refers to the fortyseven (or six) rénin of Ako, a castle town in Harima province, and kainan
(fiF%E) to Dazai Shundai’s (KZ=# &) treatise on the ronin, in which he rehabilitated their
name. Matsumura criticized Dazai’s treatise, Akd ShijarokushiRon (FRFEIN N 3%
Treatise on the Forty-Seven [or six] Rénin of Aké), focusing on the following points.

1) The usage of the terms raihe: (P imperial envoy) and Yamashiro Tennd (il
HRKE Emperor Yamashiro);

2) The reasons for and interpretation of the vendetta;

3) The lengthy delay before Oishi Yoshio (KB B#E) and the other forty-six rénin
carried out their raid, in 1702, on Kira Yoshinaka’s & B 25 residence;




4) The question of whether the 7énin held a grudge against the shogun or Kira, who
was master of ceremonies in the shdgun’s palace. The meaning of loyalty is alsc considered
here with respect to the views of Dazai, Matsumura, and Goi Ransht (ZHFM), which are
comparatively discussed; and

5) The ethicality of the forty-six in waiting for the bakufu’s (3EFF) sentence instead of
taking the Initiate to commit suicide.

Matsumura’s criticisms show him to be nearly identical in position to Goi Ranshi, a
writer opposed to Dazai. Although Matsumura could sympathize with the »onin, he upheld
the absoluteness of the shogun’s authority and thus opined that their behavior was contrary
to the laws of the shogunate. However, Matsumura admired Oishi and his band for their
bravery and loyalty in pursuing the will of their deceased master. He also praised their
prudernce in remaining within legal bounds and condoned their reasons for enacting their
long-cherished ambition. His ideas contrasted sharply with Dazai’s opinion that not only
did Oishi not fully comprehend the meaning of loyalty, but he also transgressed the samurai
code.




