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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Language contact in “Manchukoku”: The actual situation of
the language contact based on some newly discovered materials
ZHANG Shou Xiang

There has been very little research on language contact between Japanese and Chinese in Manchukoku
(Manchukuo) while it was under Japanese rule. How did language contact occur? What were the
characteristics of the contact? Many issues still remain unanswered. This paper examines the language
contact and its characteristics by analyzing the vocabularies, phonetic features and grammar items used in
military postcards. The language use of the postcards show certain features of a pidgin such as over use of
the postposition ‘de’ [‘de’ in Chinese] after personal pronouns, an ‘aru’ style of auxiliary verbs, omissions
of particles and semi-particles. Considering the fact that the number of the people who experienced the
period of “Manchukoku” are getting fewer and fewer, it can be concluded that this paper has truly provided
crucial clues which are meaningful in understanding the language contact situation during that period.

Key Words: Manchukuo, Language Contact, Pidgin, Chinese, Japanese
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