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How did Isota Kamura retain a place in Japanese modern literary history?
By Yoshiaki Yamamoto

Isota Kamura wrote about 30 short stories based on his private life over
a short period of time from 1928 to 1933. While he is considered a minor
author, he retains a very high standing in the history of Japanese modern
literature. In fact, it would not be an overstatement to say that his works
can be included in the canon of Japanese modern literature. It can be said
that the ardent support of critics during his time engendered such high
regard for his works, which can be confirmed from commentaries written
at this time. Since his authorial debut, while Kamura gained a degree of
positive appraisal from both modernist and proletarian literary camps, the
turning point in his life came with the publication of Kumoribi (Cloudy Day)
in the January 1930 edition of Shincho. With this work, Kamura rose above
the constraints of an I-novel, and was recognized as a writer depicting
human nature which transcended time periods. This work thoroughly
portrayed the triviality of the “self ” (the protagonist and narrator), and
its consistent literary style left a deep impression on critics of his day.
However, Kumoribi cannot place Kamura at the summit of the literary

world; it was rather in 1932 when Kamura attained the summit.

Keywords [Isota Kamura, I-novel, canonization, Kumoribi, commentaries

written during this period]
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