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ENGLISH SUMMARY
How Sartre was received in Japan: the early years
Yasuhiko MASUDA
This paper tries to clarify how Sartre’s thoughts came to be known and studied in Japan. At the time

they were introduced into Japan, there were two main difficulties: the subdivided organization of special

studies in Japanese academia and the grave situation of the world during World War II.

The introduction of Sartre into Japan began with the sketch or translation of his works. These efforts

easily made it possible to treat the works of Sartre as a whole. An assortment of studies appeared such as

those which discussed his thoughts on the problematic of ego based on Husserlian phenomenology, those

which concidered his thoughts as an anthropology founded on the relationship between the self and the

other, and those which considered him to be a man of letters tackling every kind of task important for the
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modern human. Each one of these studies focused on the thinker in its own characteristic way.

However, as Sartre altered the form and content of his works, and was held in high reputation as the
intellectual who acts, the studies on Sartre gradually began to move in another direction. They came to
project Sartre as an existentialist in the foreground of their interpretations.

Key Words: Jean - Paul Sartre, phenomenology and the self, anthropology, symbolism and existentialism,
the intellectual who acts
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