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A Study on the Establishment of Archives and the Access to Information
System: A Case Study of Osaka City
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The government enforced the Act on Access to Information Held by Administrative
Organs in 2001. Local governments responded to the Access to Information system
before and after the 2001 law went into effect. The archives that opened around this
time included that system. Among those, this paper focuses on the case of the Osaka
City Archives, which were opened in 1988. That city attempted to solve the challenges
of document preservation and access to information by opening the archives. However,
20 years after the opening of the archives, the access to information function was
separated. That points to the fact that the archives and the access to information
function were incompatible in Osaka City. This case is presented as a reference for local
governments opening archives in response to the Public Records and Archives
Management Act.
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