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To be a student in archival science France today, in the Ecole nationale des chartes,
what is it like? It's really not an easy question. The archival system in France dates
back to the French Revolution: in 1790, national archives are created; in 1796, local
archives (nowadays departmental archives) are created. It is a very centralized and
organized system, very complex too. In 1821, the Ecole nationale des chartes is founded
to train professionals able to explore all the archives seized during the Revolution,
mainly from the royal institutions and the Church. In France, two main scales exist in
archives: national scale of archives and local scales of archives (regional, departmental,
municipal archives). Nowadays, the world is changing very quickly. The big challenge
in the archival world is the digital transformation; it's at the heart of the common
strategic framework for the archives modernization (2020-2024), the result of the work
carried out by the Interministerial Committee for the Archives of France, the higher
authority in French public archives services. A student must adapt himself
permanently; the training is four years long, changes go on.

About the archivist formation, you must make the distinction between the diploma
from the Ecole des chartes (“archiviste paléographe”), the administrative body of
heritage curators and the profession of archivist; you can find job descriptions in the
Association of French archivists and on the website FranceArchives. The Ecole des
Chartes is the most prestigious way to become a heritage curator in archives. The
teachings are mainly paleography (to read ancient documents), medieval, modern and
contemporary FranceArchives history of books: the students become heritage curators
in archives or in libraries, university professors, mainly. But new teachings appeared
these last years, as digital humanities. The archivist must be able to manage physical
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and digital collections, and be aware of the importance of archives in our society where
information is widely spread. Other archivist trainings exist all over the country;
among the more ancient and renowned, is the University of Angers. A student must be
very polyvalent and aware of professional challenges; in the Ecole des chartes, every
student must also work on a research topic, so it's important to manage to be good at a
lot of subjects, to be a researcher and to be ready to be an archivist. The professors
from the Ecole des chartes too are thinking of all these challenges and try to adapt
their teachings, to make the link between historical sciences and information sciences,
science and technique, theory and practice.
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